
 

 IRISH CONNEMARA GREEN HUNTER FINAL 

CLIFDEN SHOWGROUNDS 

JUDGES (FINAL):   

  

Kindly sponsored by Horse Sport Ireland | Prize fund: €2,000 

                                         

 
Winner: €700; 2nd €400; 3rd €200; 4th €140; 5th €110; 6th €90; 7th €90; 8th €90; 9th €90; 10th €90 

 
RULES & CONDITIONS: The prerequisite for this class is to access the jumping ability, conformation, movement 
& temperament of 4-year-old ponies in their first year of showing over fences. 

  
OPEN TO 4yr Old Registered Connemara Ponies. Riders over 14yrs on 1st January 2024.  Ponies must be registered 
in current owner’s name. Microchips will be checked at qualifiers, please ensure to bring passport for pony. A 
maximum of three ponies may qualify at each qualifier. 

There must be no change of rider at the final i.e. it must be the same combination that qualifies. The judge’s decision is 
final. 

PHASE 1 – JUMPING 

Ponies will be required to jump a course of 8 fences, (including a double), over a maximum height of 80cms. 

PHASE 2 – RIDE & CONFORMATION 

The ponies will walk, trot, and canter as a group, then line up. The pony will then be stripped, and shown in hand. 

TACK & EQUIPMENT  

BITS - Simple snaffles (as per IPS rules) excluding unjointed snaffle. 
BANDAGES - are not allowed. 
SPURS - are not allowed. 
WHIPS - must not exceed 75cms. 
RUNNING MARTINGALES ONLY - are permitted, but judges should pay particular attention to their 
effectiveness.  Any suitable noseband is acceptable. 

NO change of saddlery is allowed during competition with the exception of overreach boots and /or tendon boots, 
which may be used for Phase 1 only. Disregard for this rule will lead to elimination. 

The course may be inspected mounted. No animals are allowed to practice over any part of the course before the 
commencement of the class, as this will lead to immediate elimination. 

  



IRISH CONNEMARA GREEN HUNTER FINAL 

Thursday, 22nd August, Clifden Showgrounds 

  

Qualifier Shows for the Irish Connemara Green Hunter  

Please enter with the qualifying shows to compete 

      
Green Hunter Qualifiers     

09.06.24 Ballinalee Connemara Pony Show Caroline Mee 
086 
4088208 

15.06.24 Cork Summer  Show John O'Sullivan 
087 
6407677 

06.07.24 
North East Connemara Pony Show 
(Slane) 

Ciara 
McMenamin 

087 
6413390 

14.07.24 Barnadown Edwina O'Connor 
087 
6570096 

28.07.24 Midlands Connemara Pony Show Irene O'Sullivan 
086 
3043039 

03.08.24 Hollypark, Limerick Bernie Roche 
087 
6922639 

        
3 to Qualify at Each     

 

 
PONIES THAT QUALIFY FOR THE CPBS IRISH CONNEMARA GREEN HUNTER FINAL WILL BE GIVEN A  

QUALIFYING CARD BY THE SECRETARY OF THE QUALIFYING SHOW 

  

THE COMPLETED CARD MUST BE SENT WITH FEE OF €40 FOR ENTRY TO THE FINAL TO 

THE CPBS OFFICE IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING QUALIFYING SHOW 

  

IRISH CONNEMARA GREEN HUNTER FINAL 2024 

WILL TAKE PLACE AS PART OF CONNEMARA PONY SHOW AT THE CPBS SHOWGROUNDS 

  

  

  

  

  



 

CLIFDEN HIGH PERFORMANCE FINAL 

FRIDAY, 23rd  AUGUST, CLIFDEN SHOWGROUNDS 

  
Kindly sponsored by Horse Sport Ireland | Prize fund:  €3,000 

                                           

Winner: Perpetual Trophy & €1, 200 (€100 of which goes to Breeder) 
2nd €750; 3rd €300; €4th €150; 5th €100; 6th €100; 7th €100; 8th €100; 9th €100; 10th €100 

RULES FOR QUALIFIERS & FINAL: The Clifden High Performance Final is run by the Connemara Pony 
Breeders’ Society the aim of displaying the versatility of the Connemara pony. This class has been developed to 
highlight the performance aspect of the Connemara pony over fences with emphasis on the rideability, scope, 
versatility and suitability for child or adult. The Clifden High Performance Final will take place on the last day of the 
Annual Connemara Pony Show, Friday 23rd August 2024, at the CPBS Showgrounds in Clifden, Co. Galway.  

Six qualifiers will be held at shows nationally at which each of the top four ponies placed at each qualifier will be 
eligible to compete at the High Performance Final. The qualifiers and the final will be primarily run under the Irish 
Pony Society Rules for the Working Hunters pony classes following the same scoring system. 

  

Qualifier entry fee is €25 per pony (enter for qualifiers is through the show hosting the qualifier). Ponies that qualify 
for the Clifden High Performance Final must collect a signed qualifying card from the Secretary of the qualifying 
show. The completed card must be sent to the CPBS Office with entry fee €40 per pony. 

  

AT THE QUALIFIERS 

At the qualifiers ponies will complete two phases.  

  

PHASE ONE: JUMPING PHASE 

Pony & rider combinations will be asked to jump a course with a minimum of 9 numbered fences. Courses should 
include a double and a triple combination at a minimum height of 1m and 1m wide. A minimum of three fences at the 
qualifiers should be built to a height of 110cm high and 110cm wide. Each fence will be marked out of 10 and then a 
mark out of 20 will be awarded for the way of going. The total jumping and way of going mark is then divided by 2 
with any penalties then deducted. Penalties: knock -10, 1st refusal -15, 2nd refusal -20, 3rd refusal Elimination. A rider 
fall will incur elimination. This will complete Phase One.  

  

PHASE TWO: SHOW PIECE & IN-HAND ASSESSMENT  

Each pony will be asked to show a walk, trot, canter and gallop. Unless otherwise requested, ponies will be required to 
show canter on both reins with a simple change of canter lead through trot. Following this the pony will be stripped 
and judged for movement, conformation true to breed and type true to breed (i.e. Connemara Breed Standards). The 
total marks for Phase Two will be 45 consisting of manners (10), performance (10), movement (10), breed 
conformation (10) and type (5). 

  



  
AT THE FINAL: 

PHASE ONE: JUMPING PHASE 

At the final ponies will be asked to jump a course of a minimum of 12 numbered fences which will include a double 
and a treble up to a maximum height of 110cm and width of 110cm. A joker fence will also be included, which will 
carry double marks but will be at maximum height (110cm) and will pose a certain level of difficulty above the other 
fences on the course. Weather permitting the river may be used with an optional fence being provided. This will 
complete Phase One.  

Phase Two: Show Piece & In-hand assessment.  

In Phase Two, each pony will be asked to show walk, trot, canter and gallop. Unless otherwise requested, ponies will 
be required to show canter on both reins with a simple change of canter lead through trot. The pony will be stripped 
and judged for movement, conformation true to breed and type true to breed (i.e. Connemara). The total marks for 
phase 2 will be 45 consisting of manners (10), performance (10), movement (10), breed conformation (10) and type (5) 

High Performance is expected. 
  

RULES FOR QUALIFIERS AND FINAL 

1.         Open to registered Connemara ponies in possession of a CPBS passport, aged 5 yrs old and over. 

2.         Passports of qualifying ponies and microchips will be checked at the qualifier and must be presented at 
the final. 

Microchips will be checked at the final. Ponies must be registered in the name of the current owner. 

3.         Stallions must be ridden by a rider that has attained their 14th birthday before the 1st of January of the 
current year. 

4.         Bitless bridles and gags not allowed. Pelhams must have two reins leading from hands to the bit or a 
single with leather roundings, three ring snaffles must have two reins or a set of roundings. 

5.         Only front boots allowed in Phase One. Boots must be removed for Phase Two. 

6.         Spurs are not allowed. 

7.         Running martingales only. 

8.         Riders who have not attained their 16th birthday before the 1st of January of the current year must wear 
a body protector for Phase One. Body protectors may be removed for Phase Two.  

9.         A rider may compete no more than two ponies at any one qualifier, but only one pony may be chosen to 
compete at the final – this choice must be declared at the relevant Qualifier. (It is recommended that if you 
intend to compete at the High Performance Final that you attend as may Qualifiers as possible in preparation – 
ponies already qualified will compete in other qualifiers Hors Concours (HC). 

  

  

  



 

PLEASE ENTER WITH THE QUALIFYING SHOW TO COMPETE 

  

    
High Performance Qualifiers     
11.05.24 Balmoral Ann Henderson   

09.06.24 Ballinalee Connemara Pony Show Caroline Mee 
086 
4088208 

15.06.24 Cork Summer  Show John O'Sullivan 
087 
6407677 

06.07.24 
North East Connemara Pony Show 
(Slane) 

Ciara 
McMenamin 

087 
6413390 

14.07.24 Barnadown Edwina O'Connor 
087 
6570096 

28.07.24 Midlands Connemara Pony Show Irene O'Sullivan 
086 
3043039 

03.08.24 Hollypark, Limerick Bernie Roche 
087 
6922639 

4 to Qualify at Each    

 

PONIES THAT QUALIFY FOR THE CPBS HIGH PERFORMANCE FINAL WILL BE GIVEN A QUALIFYING CARD 
BY THE SECRETARY OF THE QUALIFYING SHOW 

  

  

  

THE COMPLETED CARD MUST BE SENT WITH FEE OF €40 FOR ENTRY TO THE FINAL TO 
THE CPBS OFFICE IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING QUALIFYING SHOW 


